
The Collie challenge

Needless to say, such involvement was not without its own special
challenges, as was the case with the establishment of St Edmund’s
Christian Brothers’ College in Collie. 

Having incurred the significant £16,000 debt required to build the
school, the Parish had no way of servicing or developing it further,
hence the accommodation for both the students and Brothers was
less than adequate.

If that wasn’t of enough concern, within two years of the school
being opened, the economic fortunes of the town deteriorated as
the coal mines (the major source of the town’s economy) declined
rapidly. This decline affected enrolments which, in turn, required
that the fees be reduced. As a result, the school continually
operated in debt and only survived through the early 1960s as a
result of interest free loans from both Aquinas College and the
Christian Brothers.

In 1966 the accommodation issue was addressed head on by
Br Nick Bilich who transported (sic) the house to a new location
adjacent to the school before painstakingly renovating both
buildings. His efforts subsequently received enormous support
from the parents and students.

Other affiliations
Outside of education, the Christian Brothers are also involved with
and/or governors of a number of other projects including:

❚ EDMUND RICE CAMPS FOR KIDS WA – provides camps and
other recreational and personal development activities for young
people who are in need of extra support. Edmund Rice Camps for
Kids WA is a past recipient of the WA Government Award for
Service to Youth.

❚ EDMUND RICE CENTRE MIRRABOOKA – conducts community
based educational activities for older and younger refugees and also
provides after school care for primary aged Indigenous students.

❚ EDDIE’S CARPENTRY SHOP – provides carpentry activities for
secondary school aged students who are at risk of leaving main -
stream education, as well as for young unemployed people.

❚ OLLY’S WHEELCHAIR WORKSHOP – uses volunteers to assist
with the construction of wheelchairs that are sent to developing
countries for victims of war and disease. This service is jointly
sponsored by the Christian Brothers and the Rotary Club of
Scarborough and has established similar factories in Cambodia,
East Timor, India and Kenya.

❚ EDGEWORK – this service, conducted by Br Berkley Fitzhardinge
who is based in Broome, provides Internet and Commun ications
Tech nology support to the remote Catholic schools in the
Kimberley region.

❚ EDMUND RICE NETWORK FORMATION TEAM – facilitates
educational and reflection activities that assist the staff members of
Christian Brothers’ schools, as well as a range of other people, to
reflect on their lives, the Gospel and the story of Edmund Rice. 

❚ EDMUND RICE CENTRE FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE, FREMANTLE –
promotes understanding, reflection and action in the spirit of
Catholic social teaching so that communities – local and global – are
stronger. The Centre has five objectives: to be recognised as a centre
of excellence in transformative social justice education and service
learning; to enhance and build sustainable relationships so that a
community for social justice grows and develops; to be recognised
for excellence in social justice research; to advocate for and act in the
interests of social justice, particularly the poor and marginalised;
and to ensure that the Centre and its programs are sustainable.

The Congregation of Christian Brothers was
founded in Waterford, Ireland, by Edmund Rice,
a wealthy businessman who was devoted to
working with the poor and marginalised and
particularly those child ren whose parents could
not afford to educate them.

Edmund regarded education as a means by which
to recognise and promote the God-given dignity
of every person. He believed that education had

the potential, not only to liberate, but also to promote personal
and communal empowerment as well. It came as no surprise then,
when he opened his first school in 1802.

(First) arrival in Australia
Forty-one years later, in 1843, the Congregation arrived in
Australia at the invitation of Archbishop Polding. Landing in
Sydney, the first of the Brothers remained until 1848 when they
departed again.

It would be another 20 years before the Congre gation returned to
Australian shores, this time to Melbourne at the invitation of
Bishop James Goold. Within 35 years of their return, the remark -
able Br Patrick Ambrose Treacy had responded to invitations from
various Bishops to establish schools in the Dioceses of Brisbane,
Sydney, Adelaide, Perth and Dunedin (New Zealand).

In fact, it was in 1894 that the Christian Brothers opened their first
schools in WA – Christian Brothers’ College in St George’s Tce, Perth
(primary and secondary) and St Patrick’s School in Irwin Street
(primary only for students from lower socio economic backgrounds).

FOUNDATIONS IN CATHOLIC EDUCATION

Christian Brothers
Involvement in education
This was the start of a long association with Catholic
education in Western Australia as the Congregation, in
subsequent years, has been and/or continues to be, affiliated
with the following schools:

❚ CBC Albany – later amalgamated to become St Joseph’s
College, Albany

❚ CBC Kalgoorlie – later amalgamated to become John Paul
College, Kalgoorlie 

❚ CBC Collie – later amalgamated to become Collie
Catholic College

❚ Xavier College, East Victoria Park – later amalgamated to
become Ursula Frayne Catholic College, Victoria Park

❚ Castledare Boys Home, Wilson

❚ St Joseph’s Orphanage, Clontarf – the site currently
occupied by Clontarf Aboriginal College, Waterford, with
which the Christian Brothers continue to be closely
associated

❚ CBC Fremantle

❚ Aquinas College, Salter Point

❚ Trinity College, East Perth

❚ Catholic Agricultural College, Bindoon

❚ St Patrick’s College, Geraldton – later amalgamated to
become Nagle Catholic College

❚ Christian Brothers’ Agricultural School, Tardun

❚ CBC Leederville – later amalgamated to become
Aranmore Catholic College 

❚ Christian Brothers’ High School, Highgate and St Mark’s
College, Bedford – later amalgamated to form part of
Chisholm Catholic College, Bedford

❚ St Luke’s College, Karratha

❚ Nulungu Catholic College, Broome – later amalgamated
to become St Mary’s College, Broome

❚ Kolbe Catholic College, Rockingham

Of this list, the schools currently (2005) governed by the
Christian Brothers comprise Trinity College (East Perth),
CBC Fremantle, Aquinas College (Salter Point), Christian
Brothers’ Agricultural School (Tardun) and Catholic
Agricultural College Bindoon.

CBC Terrace – the first
Christian Brothers’ school
in Western Australia

Official opening of Christian
Brothers’ College, Kalgoorlie c1905

First community at Geraldton c1926

Centenary of the Christian Brothers in WA 1894 –1994

THE CONGREGATION TODAY

Over the last 30 years, the Congregation of Christian Brothers and
those closely associated with it have been reflecting on the special
gift which Edmund Rice brought to the Church. This ‘gift of the
spirit’ of charism currently states:

“Deeply aware of the Father’s providential presence in His life,
Edmund was moved by the Holy Spirit to open his whole heart to
Christ present and appealing to Him in the poor.”

Today, the Christian Brothers across Australia are working
vigorously to secure the future of the 38 schools under their
governance as the Congre gation internationally seeks to free itself
from this governance role and pursue new ventures in Australia,
Asia and around the world. 

Bearing this in mind, the Congregation will continue to work with
both the economically advantaged and disadvantaged in society.
At all times this work will have as its focus the fact that Edmund
Rice recog nised the presence of God in the poor of Ireland. 

Therefore, as the Brothers share the Good News of Jesus with those
with whom they come into contact, there will be a focus on
empowering the poor with economic and spiritual freedom. In so
doing, the Gospel of Jesus will take full effect in the lives of both
the economically advantaged and disadvantaged.
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