
As far as possible, the Sisters also endeavour to participate in
and contribute to voluntary pursuits, some of which include
Personal Advocacy, Carrod, the Shopfront and other social
justice initiatives. Sr Patricia Byrne has worked with the local
Vietnamese people since 1984 – a ministry that continues today.

End of an era

The end of the Year 2000 brought with it an end of an era for
the Congregation as the Sisters relocated from Our Lady of the
Sacred Heart Convent in Highgate to new residences in the
southern suburb of Rossmoyne.

To the delight of the Sisters, a number of the offices of the
Catholic Archdiocese relocated to the former Convent following
renovation and restoration works that have endeavoured to
preserve much of the original building and in particular the
chapel. A stained glass window donated to the project by the
Sisters provides an ongoing living memory of their presence.

Perth connection

In Perth, the Sisters’ arrival dates back to 1897 when, on the
invitation of Bishop Matthew Gibney, the Congregational
Superior General, Mother Mary of the Holy Rosary, visited the
colony on her way to New Zealand.

The intention to proceed with the foundation at Highgate was
announced in the Sacred Heart Highgate church during the
Sunday Eucharist of 13 July 1897. Three months later, five
Sisters arrived from New Zealand and the school was opened
on 25 October of the same year.

The temporary corrugated iron building served as both a school
and church, however, the unrelenting sun that bore down on
the building all day made it almost impossible for the Sisters
and their 38 students to get any work done.

Needless to say, plans were soon made for the building of a
school, convent and chapel on the Highgate Hill site, the
foundation stone for which was laid on 18 September 1898.

The following year, three more Sisters arrived at Highgate to
assist in the running of the school that had increased its
enrolment from 140 at the end of 1897.

Expansion in education

In the ensuing years, the Sisters became involved with the
establishment and/or administration of 15 primary and three
secondary (including Highgate) schools, starting with St Joseph’s
School, Busselton in 1903 and concluding with Wanalirri
Catholic School, Gibb River that opened on 31 January, 1991.

Within 25 years of arriving in Western Australia the Congre -
gation was also invited to establish a convent and school in
Donald, Victoria and later in Charlton, Oakleigh and East Kew.
Later, in 1968, the Sisters commenced teaching at Sacred Heart,
Pearce in the ACT.

Missions and ministries

In 1964, the southeast sheep farming towns of Wagin and
Narrogin became the bases for the Congregation’s Motor Mission
whereby the Sisters commenced the teaching of catechesis.
Almost 30 years later in 1992, the last Motor Mission con cluded
in Lake Grace.

Internationally, a number of Australian Sisters have served (since
1920) and continue to serve in the Congregation’s overseas
missions located in India, Indo-China, Papua New Guinea, Peru,
Kenya, Senegal and Germany.

Whilst teaching, and particularly the teaching of Aboriginal
children and those with special learning needs has continued to
be a focus for the Congre gation, there has also been dissem -
ination into other ministries where needs have been identified.

Since 1995 for example, Sr Regina Naisbitt has been a parish
pastoral worker in Busselton, while a number of other Sisters have
been engaged as counsellors, spiritual directors and pastoral
workers in metropolitan parishes.
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Euphrasie Barbier, Foundress
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the Missions

Bishop Matthew Gibney

Lyons, France 1861, and a courageous, visionary woman
– Euphrasie Barbier – lays the foundations for the
establishment of the international community of women
known as the Sisters of Our Lady of the Missions.

Following the lead of their foundress, the Sisters of Our Lady of
the Missions dedicate themselves to share the Good News of
God’s presence, particularly among those marginalised in society.

To this end, the Sisters work as educators in faith and spirit -
uality, as teachers, nurses and social workers as well as in
literacy, health, nutrition and community development pro -
grams in villages, parishes and small communities.

Today more than 900 Sisters of Our Lady of the Missions
continue to serve in 20 countries across the globe, from
Australia to Africa, Asia, Canada and Europe.

Charism explained
Perceiving the unique grace given to Mary of wel com -
ing the Divine Missions in silence, contem plation and
worship (and of living them in perfect love) Euphrasie
Barbier was inspired to choose Our Lady of the
Missions as the title for the Congregation – in
reflection of the charism and spirit. The Trinitarian
aspect of the charism provides a universal character to
the Congregation’s mission.

Though the needs and conditions of society have
changed and continue to change over the years, the
abiding missionary spirit of the Congregation remains
alive and well.

Where it cannot engage actively in evangelisation, the
Congregation seeks to be a silent testimony to Christ
through presence, solidarity and sharing.

Euphrasie Barbier believed that the Trinity itself is the
source of all missionary life. Therefore, the Sisters
strive to celebrate joyfully communion, contem plation
and mission in their lives.

Right: The commemorative stained glass window was
commissioned to recognise over 100 years of missionary

service by the Sisters in Western Australia.

Far right: The ornate spire of the Convent building

Sr Catherine Brabender with Sisters of Our Lady of the
Missions in Thu Duc, Vietnam

Sr Frances Wilson with children at Wanalirri Catholic
School in Gibb River


