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High-gain NAPLAN results for WA’s Catholic schools 

A number of Catholic schools and colleges across Western Australia have achieved excellent 
results in the 2018 NAPLAN assessments. 

Several CEWA schools and colleges were identified by the Australian Curriculum Assessment 
and Reporting Authority (ACARA) as having demonstrated substantially above average gain in 
reading and/or numeracy achievement, as measured by NAPLAN assessments for Years 3-5 
and Years 7-9. 

With more than 60 per cent of students with English as a second language at Mercy College in 
Koondoola, Principal Julie Hornby said the college’s outstanding results was attributed to the 
commitment to continually improve and adapt strategies to assist groups of students as well as 
individuals. 

“At Mercy College we focus on explicit instruction in English and mathematics, using learning 
intentions, success criteria and checking for understanding as well as thought out lessons 
scaffolded for all students,” she said. 

Strong results at Geraldton’s St John’s Primary School were due to a culture of shared 
ownership, according to Principal Ben Will. 

“The co-responsibility staff take in understanding our students, has resulted in an early 
intervention process, including structured support for the junior years across literacy,” he said. 

CEWA Executive Director Dr Debra Sayce said ACARA’s national recognition of CEWA’s 
schools and colleges was testament to the efforts of students, staff and parents working 
together to achieve quality educational outcomes regardless of location. 

“CEWA is a Christ-centred community of engaged learning environments which allow our 
students to gain confidence in their abilities and achieve their unique potential,” she said. 

"Ongoing system-wide improvement will be further enhanced by our recently released Vision for 
Learning strategy, which provides a research based and theoretical background to improving 
student outcomes." 

The strategy aligns with the Catholic Education Commission of Western Australia’s Strategic 
Directions 2019-2021 which includes a focus on continual transformation to ensure Catholic 
schools deliver educational excellence. 

CEWA provides analysis of NAPLAN data to assist schools in identifying teaching and learning 
practices that require improvement. In addition to the 2018 results, data in recent years has 
shown Catholic schools have significantly improved in student achievement. 

“It is clear our schools and educators are developing the culture, pedagogies and practices 
required to meet the diverse needs of 21st century students and I congratulate staff on their 
consistent efforts in delivering meaningful learning opportunities for our students,” Dr Sayce 
said.  
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